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CONFIDENTIAL EC BRUSSELS 2542 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ELAB ICFTU AR SHUM 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL ICFTU MISSION TO ARGENTINA 
REF: (A) BEUONOS AIRES 1601, (B) BUENOS AIRES 1602 

1 . DURING BRIEFING SESSION FOR BRUSSELS-BASED LABOR 
ATTACHES MARCH 16, OTTO KERSTEN, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION N OF FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU), 
REPORTED ON HIS FEBRUARY VISIT TO ARGENTINA AS A MEMBER 
OF A FIVE-MAN ICFTU DELEGATION. HE SEEMED LESS OPTIMISTIC 
THAN BEFORE (REFTELS) ABOUT GETTING THE REGIME TO MAKE 
CHANGES IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

2. HE BEGAIN THIS SECTION OF THE BRIEFING BY SAYING, "I 

AM NOT YET CONVINCED THAT THEY WILL KEEP THEIR PROMISES." 

LATER, HE SAID THAT HE HOPED THE JUNTA WOULD "KEEP ITS 
PROMISES - WELL, THEY WEREN’T QUITE PROMISES." 
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3. "WE ARE WAITING FOR CRITICAL SIGNS ON TWO 
ISSUES," KERSTEN SAID, "AND THOSE ARE TO RELEASE 
PRISONERS AND TO GET RID OF THE SO-CALLED "INTER- 
VENERS," THE MILITARY MEN ASSIGNED TO CONTROL 
UNION ACTIVITY." (CHUCKLING, KERSTEN RECALLED THAT 
IN A VISIT TO A UNION HEADQUARTERS HE TOLD A GROUP 
OF UNIFORMED OFFICERS THAT THEY OUGHT TO GO BACK 
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TO THEIR MILITARY CAMPS, AND THEY REPLIED, "THE 
SOONER THE BETTER.") 

4. ANOTHER ICFTU OBJECTIVE CITED BY KDERSTEN WAS TO 
PERSUADE THE REGIME "TO GIVE A POSSIBILITY TO EXILED 
PEOPLE TO RETURN." THE RESPONSE HE GOT ON THIS 
POINT, ACCORDING TO KERSTEN, WAS THAT THE REGIME 
WOULD HAVE TO ADDRESS THE EXILE PROBLEM ON A CASE- 
BY-CASE BASIS. KERSTEN SAID HE FEARED THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT SCREENING OF RETURNEES WOULD BE TOO 
RIGID, THAT ITS DEFINITION OF "SUBVRSIVES" WOULD 
INCLUDE EVEN THOSE WHO HAVE ONLY EXPRESSED CRITI- 
CISM OF GOVERNMENT POLICY. 

5. AS A RESULT OF THE VISIT, THE ICFTU DECIDED NOT 

TO MAKE AN IMMEDIATE COMPLAINT TO THE ILO ON ARGEN- 
TINA, BUT IT MAY FILE ONE IF NO PROGRESS IS EVIDENT 
BEFORE MID-APRIL, KERSTEN SAID. THE ISSUE IS SURE 
TO BE A LIVE ONE AT HE NEXT ICFTU BOARD MEETING IN 
ROME MAY 18-20, BUT A DECISION ON WHETHER TO PRESS 
THE MATTER AT THE ILO WILLL PROBABLY BE MADE BEFORE 
THEN, ACCORDING TO JOHN VANDERVEKEN, ASSISTANT 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE ICFTU.HINTON 
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